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Explore our 2026 programme
Our 2026 course list is packed with exciting learning opportunities across a wide range of
topics. Browse the full selection to find the course that best fits your interests and goals.
Use the buttons below to explore the complete course list and meet our 2026 instructors.

Courses are delivered in person, online or hybrid mode.
In-person courses will be held at our Colchester campus. Online study is not available
for these courses.
Online courses will be taught via Zoom. In-person study is not available for these
courses.
Hybrid courses are available for study either in person or online. Hybrid delivery of
courses will include synchronous live sessions during which on campus and online
students will be taught simultaneously.

2026 Instructor Directory

https://essexsummerschool.com/new-application/
https://essexsummerschool.com/course/ess-2026-course-list/
https://essexsummerschool.com/
https://essexsummerschool.com/staff-profiles/


 Applied Causal Inference with Observational Data
Instructor: Ryan T. Moore, American University

While experiments provide the soundest evidence about causality, in the social sciences, many important
causal questions are not subject to experimentation. So, how can we build credible causal arguments? Learn
how to strengthen your causal case from observational data using foundational and cutting-edge methods

HYBRID
1 WEEK1I

Measurement: From simple classification to model estimation
Instructor: Xavier Fernández-i-Marín, University of Barcelona

Transform raw data into meaningful social science measures using tools like Bayesian modelling, clustering,
and Large Generative AI Models (LGAIMs, also known as LLMs). Participants will gain practical skills in designing
measurement strategies and deriving latent variables for concepts central to empirical research.

HYBRID
2 WEEKS1J

 Bayesian Latent Variable and Measurement Models
Instructor: Dr. Ryan Bakker, University of Essex

Apply Bayesian approaches to multilevel, latent variable, and measurement modelling, offering hands-on
experience with tools like R, JAGS, and Stan. It’s ideal for individuals looking to deepen their understanding of
complex data structures and uncertainty in social science analysis.

ONLINE
2 WEEKS3C

Text Analysis for Social Scientists: Utilizing LLM-Assisted Coding
Instructor: Raymond Hicks, Columbia University

This course is a hands-on introduction to computational methods for social scientists. Learn how to analyze
text data, build topic models, and explore the newest frontier: LLM-assisted (“vibe”) coding, where large
language models help guide, interpret, and accelerate data analysis. 

ONLINE
2 WEEKS3G

 Deconstruction and Discourse Theory as Method
Instructor: Professor Lasse Thomassen, Queen Mary University London, UK

This course introduces participants to deconstruction and discourse theory as research methods, exploring
their philosophical foundations and methodological implications. Through practical examples, the course shows
how these approaches can be applied to analyse texts, events, and political phenomena for concrete empirical
analysis.

ONLINE
2 WEEKS3J

Qualitative Methods for Empirical Social Science
Instructor: Juan Masullo, University of Milan

This course equips participants with core qualitative research skills - from designing and conducting interviews
and observations to evaluating evidence and combining methods. It’s ideal for social scientists seeking to
deepen their ability to plan, critique, and implement rigorous qualitative and quantitative research methods. 

ONLINE 
2 WEEKS2V
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New courses
Explore cutting-edge methodologies and enhance your research skills
with our new courses. we have broaden our academic offering with
new and updated courses for 2026. Below is a preview at what’s new.

 Introduction to Python for Social Scientists
Instructor: Raymond Hicks, Columbia University

Add practical coding skills to your research toolkit. Participants will learn how to work with data, create
visualisations, and build reproducible workflows in Python, gaining hands-on experience they can immediately
apply to social science research questions. 

ONLINE 
1 WEEK0D

PRE-SESSIONAL 1: MONDAY 29 JUNE – FRIDAY 3 JULY 2026

SESSION 1: MONDAY 6 JULY – FRIDAY 17 JULY 2026

SESSION 3: MONDAY 3 AUGUST – FRIDAY 14 AUGUST 2026

SESSION 2: MONDAY 20 JULY – FRIDAY 31 JULY 2026
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Introduction to Linear Algebra - 1 week, online

Introduction to Functions and Calculus - 1 week, online

Vera E. Troeger Scholarship 
This scholarship is open to female
students currently enrolled in Political
Science PhD programmes. It provides a
tuition waiver to attend in-person to one
of our two week sessions. This is a
wonderful opportunity for female scholars
to advance their research skills and
network with peers and experts in the
field.

Global South Scholarship 
Designed for PhD students in Political
Science from the Global South, this
scholarship aims to provide advanced
methodological training. The scholarship
covers tuition for one of our two-week
intermediate or advanced sessions, which
can be attended in person or virtually. This
initiative supports students in enhancing
their research capabilities.

Read More
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Boost Your Skills This Summer 

Scholarship applications are opening on 1 February 2026 

Looking to sharpen your analytical toolkit or reinforce
key mathematical foundations? 

Whether you’re preparing for further study, refreshing
your knowledge, or simply want to build practical skills,
we offer two accessible and engaging courses which
are ideal stepping stones — suitable for professionals,

postgraduate students, and anyone eager to get ahead.
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